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Evolving frontier of exoplanets

The Kepler spacecraft revolutionized 
stellar astronomy & exoplanet demographics
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How I use AI in my research: 
Concrete things I do

*Research ideation: 
Ask the agent to do 
1. a deep search of the literature & then 
2. .build websites to compare the methods.

*Coding
 (usually with Claude code or codex)
Steps:
1) Manage project location, description and 

memory in CLAUDE.md file
2) Planning
3) Verify via tests
4) Follow along via notebooks

Key questions to ask

• Do I have enough expertise to 
verify what the agent is doing?

• If this succeeds or fails, do I 
understand it well enough to defend 
it and reproduce it?

• Do I know the AI rules of the venue 
where I am showing or submitting 
this work?

• Will I be okay with a front page NYT 
documenting what happened in the 
process?



with AI



Opportunities to learn about missions:
NASA Astrophysics Mission Design School
NASA PI Launchpad Not offered in 2026

Get involved with
-Mission development (HWO, ASTRA)
-Writing whitepapers

The Astrophysics Strategic Technology & 
Research Accelerator (ASTRA) Initiative

http://jpl.nasa.gov/edu/internships/apply/nasa-science-mission-design-schools/


science.nasa.gov/astrophysics/programs/exep/missions/



science.nasa.gov/astrophysics/
programs/exep/missions/



Launching on or after 30 August 2026



Pre-Workshop held on 23 June 2026. 

Slides + Video available on PROTO website, or youtube.com/watch?v=1V4c64xlr7M. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1V4c64xlr7M


How to Attend a Poster Session
PROTO Sagan Pre-Workshop

Dr. Alison Duck
Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology



How to be a Good Poster Session 
Audience Member
■ Ask Questions!

– You can begin an interaction at a poster by asking “Can you tell me about your work?”
– If something at the beginning of the presentation is unclear, it is best to ask about it right 

away!
– It is very likely that other people listening to the poster presentation have the same 

question.
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■ Go to posters on a wide variety of topics!
– Helps broaden your knowledge of active research.
– Helps presenters practice talking to someone outside of their field



How to be a Good Poster Session 
Audience Member
■ Posters are often grouped by topic, if you find one poster that catches your eye, there may be 

many more near by!

■ Presenting Virtually: Engage with the slack channel! Feel free to ask and answer questions 
about your work on slack! You can follow up conversations about your posters with Direct 
Messages in the slack as well!

– Try to find connections between your work and share your posters with each other!



How to be a Good Poster Session 
Audience Member

■ Ask Questions!
■ Engage!
■ Go to posters on a wide variety of topics!
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