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What is “The Planetary Science Journal”?

The Planetary Science Journal is an open access 
journal devoted to recent developments, discoveries, 
and theories in planetary science. The journal 
welcomes all aspects of investigation of the solar 
system and other planetary systems.
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How do I submit a paper?
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How do I submit a paper?
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How do I submit a paper in LaTeX?

mailto:brian.jackson@aasjournals.org
http://twitter.com/decaelus
http://www.astrojack.com/


brian.jackson@aasjournals.org - @decaelus - astrojack.com

So I submitted my paper. What happens next?
● Chief editor, Dr. Faith Vilas, assigns scientific editor.
● The assigned SE agrees to handle the paper (or occasionally declines 

because they are too busy, there is a conflict of interest, they don’t feel 
sufficiently expert, etc.)

● SE makes list of potential reviewers and sends out requests to review. 
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So I submitted my paper. What happens next?
● Chief editor, Dr. Faith Vilas, assigns scientific editor.
● The assigned SE agrees to handle the paper (or occasionally declines 

because they are too busy, there is a conflict of interest, they don’t feel 
sufficiently expert, etc.)

● SE makes list of potential reviewers and sends out requests to review. 

It can take WEEKS for 
us to find reviewers!

mailto:brian.jackson@aasjournals.org
http://twitter.com/decaelus
http://www.astrojack.com/


brian.jackson@aasjournals.org - @decaelus - astrojack.com

So I submitted my paper. What happens next?
● Chief editor, Dr. Faith Vilas, assigns scientific editor.
● The assigned SE agrees to handle the paper (or occasionally declines 

because they are too busy, there is a conflict of interest, they don’t feel 
sufficiently expert, etc.)

● SE makes list of potential reviewers and sends out requests to review. 
● Reviewers are given three weeks to complete review.

The world is on fire right now, and so reviews often 
take more than three weeks to complete! 
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So I submitted my paper. What happens next?
● Chief editor, Dr. Faith Vilas, assigns scientific editor.
● The assigned SE agrees to handle the paper (or occasionally declines 

because they are too busy, there is a conflict of interest, they don’t feel 
sufficiently expert, etc.)

● SE makes list of potential reviewers and sends out requests to review. 
● Reviewers are given three weeks to complete review.
● Reviewers return their reports, and SE checks over report.
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So I submitted my paper. What happens next?
● Chief editor, Dr. Faith Vilas, assigns scientific editor.
● The assigned SE agrees to handle the paper (or occasionally declines 

because they are too busy, there is a conflict of interest, they don’t feel 
sufficiently expert, etc.)

● SE makes list of potential reviewers and sends out requests to review. 
● Reviewers are given three weeks to complete review.
● Reviewers return their reports, and SE checks over report.

Be helpful and polite in your reports. SEs make a note of 
and may excise unhelpful or antagonistic language.
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So I submitted my paper. What happens next?
● Chief editor, Dr. Faith Vilas, assigns scientific editor.
● The assigned SE agrees to handle the paper (or occasionally declines 

because they are too busy, there is a conflict of interest, they don’t feel 
sufficiently expert, etc.)

● SE makes list of potential reviewers and sends out requests to review. 
● Reviewers are given three weeks to complete review.
● Reviewers return their reports, and SE checks over report.
● SE forwards report to authors with a six month deadline to revise.
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So I submitted my paper. What happens next?
● Chief editor, Dr. Faith Vilas, assigns scientific editor.
● The assigned SE agrees to handle the paper (or occasionally declines 

because they are too busy, there is a conflict of interest, they don’t feel 
sufficiently expert, etc.)

● SE makes list of potential reviewers and sends out requests to review. 
● Reviewers are given three weeks to complete review.
● Reviewers return their reports, and SE checks over report.
● SE forwards report to authors with a six month deadline to revise.

Rinse and repeat until editor judges that publication or rejection is warranted.
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So I submitted my paper. What happens next?
● Chief editor, Dr. Faith Vilas, assigns scientific editor.
● The assigned SE agrees to handle the paper (or occasionally declines 

because they are too busy, there is a conflict of interest, they don’t feel 
sufficiently expert, etc.)

● SE makes list of potential reviewers and sends out requests to review. 
● Reviewers are given three weeks to complete review.
● Reviewers return their reports, and SE checks over report.
● SE forwards report to authors with a six month deadline to revise.
● Paper is accepted for publication, and authors are shortly sent article proofs 

for final revisions.
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● If you can’t review, give us suggested/redacted reviewers.
● Stay in touch with your editors. If you need an extension on your review 

deadline, please just ask.
● If you’re a reviewer, say helpful things in your reports. If you’re an author, 

respond respectfully.

So I have been asked to review a paper.
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Bad Comment: The authors consider process X, 
but it is widely known that process X is not the 
dominant mechanism.

Useful reports vs. Not-So-Useful Comments

Good Comment: The authors consider process 
X, but previous studies (example references) 
have suggested that process X is not the 
dominant mechanism. The authors should explain 
why they considered process X to dominate.
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What’s up with double-anonymous review?
● Authors’ names and affiliations and the acknowledgements section are 

masked from reviewers 
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What’s up with double-anonymous review?
● Authors’ names and affiliations and the acknowledgements section are 

masked from reviewers 
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What’s up with double-anonymous review?
● Authors’ names and affiliations and the acknowledgements section are 

masked from reviewers 
● DAPR is opt-out - not required but will be the default unless requested
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Thanks!

Brian Jackson (bjackson@boisestate.edu)
Science Editor, Planetary Science Journal
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